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so that hereafter no sophistry can claim that the word "appropriate" is a restraining word.
The whole Preamble seems to be necessary in order to hold the weak-kneed brethren of the Republican party, who, troubled upon the question whether the states are in or out of the Union, will be carried by the claim that they ought to vote to admit some states so as to have the ratified constitutional amendment by the requisite majority. Indeed, the whole Preamble and bill has been drawn so that whoever shall vote for it will vote to give life and effect to the Constitutional Amendment and in favor of liberty and equal rights, not raising, however, any question of the rights of suffrage, and whoever votes against the bill votes against the Constitutional amendment, against equality of rights, and for the black code of the South with its whipping of women and hunting of men with guns and hounds.
The second section of the bill seems to be necessary for the reason, upon examination of the proposed amended black codes preparatory to reconstruction at the South. It will be seen that they all provide that vagrancy or indisposition of a negro to work is a crime for which the negro shall be sold in servitude as a punishment by the decision of a petty magistrate or justice of the peace. To give a jury trial to the negro in such cases will throw an impediment in the way of those codes which, in my judgment, in practice will be unsurmountable. My object has been not to make a code of laws which shall be applicable to the freedman, but to put on record by this bill the most solemn legislative declaration, and an act which should at once sweep away all distinctive laws against him.
If you shall get from this note or draft of the bill sent with it any suggestions which will be of use to you, and therefore aid to the common cause, I shall have attained all I could hope from the thought I have given to the subject.
I am very truly yours, B. F. B.
Another copy directed to Hon. Thaddeus Stevens
From General Butter
December 1st, 1865
Hon. McPHBESON, Clerk of the House of Representatives
DEAH Sni:t It is, I believe, the fact that the House of Representatives of the United States have never yet held their sessions (under ?) a flag of American bunting. The United States